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2008: a year of challenges
Daniel Kwok-Keung NG 
President, Hong Kong Society of Paediatric Respirology

We are now entering the really hot summer and the
year of 2008 is indeed a year of challenges for all of
us. We had the biggest downpour in the Hong Kong
Observatory record the day before Dragon Boat
Festival, the biggest earthquake hitting Sichuan less
than a month ago, H5N1 found in chickens sold here
in Hong Kong warranting culling all chickens in
markets at the time of writing, just to name a few.
With these challenges overcome, I am sure the Nation
will go from strength to strength. The first Olympic
Games to be held in China two months later will
showcase this strength and confidence.

Here in the paediatric community of Hong Kong, the
College of Paediatricians is organizing a forum on
accreditation of subspecialists. This will be in line with
our efforts to draw up a workable training program
under the able leadership of Dr. TY Miu. I hope all
members would support the endeavour.

Your Society sent a delegation, including Drs. Alfred
Tam, TY Miu, PY Chow, TK Wong and myself, to
Taiwan to attend the annual scientific meeting of The
Society of Pediatric Pulmonology, ROC as well as
visiting different hospitals in Kaoshiung and Taipei

2 months ago. Drs. PY Chow, TY Miu and TK Wong
made some excellent presentation in the annual
meeting. The main objective of the Taiwan trip is to
learn about their training program that has been
accreditating paediatric pulmonologists. I believe we
could learn from the Taiwan model and strive for an
accreditating program in Hong Kong.

In the current issue of the Journal, Dr. S Koo of
Queen Mary Hospital presents a young child with
empyema thoracis treated conservatively with
fibrinolytics. This case illustrates the importance
of  invo lvement  o f  paediat r ic  resp i ro log is t  in
prevent ing  morb id i t ies  and  surgery .  Near ly
everybody is vaccinated with BCG at birth in Hong
Kong. Given this large number of vaccinees, it is
not uncommon for paediatricians to face with the
complications of BCG vaccination. Dr. OY Wong
of Tuen Mun Hospital presents two patients with
lumps related to BCG vaccination that provide
worthwhile readings. Mr. CH Chan gives out tips
on calculating sample size, an oft-neglected part
i n  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s .  P l e a s e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e
yourselves with the X-ray quiz although there is
no prize for the winner.

Dinner with colleagues of Society of Pediatric Pulmonology, ROC


