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September 2008 is a remarkable month that sees the

near-collapse of the American finance market and the

poisoning of tens of thousands of babies and children

in mainland China with milk formula tainted with

melamine. The repercussion of these two events will

certainly reach Hong Kong in the days to come and

may last for years. We in Hong Kong should prepare

ourselves to face these challenges and offer help to

those in need of it.

Infection is a common problem facing paediatricians,

especially paediatric respirologist. In the current issue,

Dr. Lam Ping of CMC presents a comprehensive review

of the problem of aspiration and chest infection. This

would be helpful especially for those of us who need to

take care of neurological impaired children who aspirate

regularly. Meningitis is a not-too-common disease but

recurrent meningitis in the absence of risk factors is rare.

Dr. CY Chu et al of KWH present a child with this rare

picture of recurrent meningitis in the absence of risk

factors. To pick your brain, please try out the X-ray Quiz

offered by Dr. WT Ko of QEH. Randomised controlled

trial is the gold standard of any treatment although the

reason behind this is not often mentioned. Mr. CH Chan

et al discuss the "KISS Principle" in the statistics corner.

Your society is currently working on the training program

for our subspecialty to be submitted to the College for

accreditation. Prof. Andrew Colin has been enlisted to

help and he will visit different centres in November to

help us draft the program. Your suggestions are most

welcome and you are invited to send any opinions to

me or Dr. TY Miu. The annual scientific meeting is just

2 months away. This year will see over 20 speakers

who will cover a wide range of topics. What we need

now is your active participation to make it a rewarding

experience for everyone. I hope to meet you all in the

meeting.


