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For the first issue of the Journal in 2009, I would like

to wish all members a fulfilled year of the Ox. The so-

cal led f inancial tsunami has been with us for

sometimes and there are claims that we are at or near

the bottom. Bottom or not, I am confident that the

people of Hong Kong will see through this current

crisis and emerge stronger as were often the cases

in the history of Hong Kong. Your Society has been

exceptionally busy in the first quarter of 2009 in the

areas of training and regional collaboration.

The training accreditation subcommittee has been

expanded to include more representatives from

different hospitals. Dr. Alfred Tam was elected

chairman of the subcommittee. Two working groups

have been created under the subcommittee, i.e. the

syllabus working group and the curriculum working

group. Dr. TY Miu is the chairman of the syllabus

working group that is tasked with preparing the

document that outlines the scope of training program.

Dr. NS Tsoi is the chairman of the curriculum working

group that is tasked with describing how the syllabus

should be run in different training centres. Prof.

Andrew Bush and Prof. Andrew Colin gave their

valuable opinions about the syllabus during their visits

to Hong Kong and I would urge members to provide

their inputs to ensure the final product is workable for

Hong Kong.

The "Snoring Working Group" has completed and

published the management guideline for childhood

snoring and you should find the booklet accompanying

the current issue. Prof. Christian Guilleminault of

Stanford University and Prof. YK Wing of the Hong

Kong Society of Sleep Medicine have kindly provided

the forewords. This booklet is an important first step

to standardize the approach to the kids with snoring.

Your Council has passed the resolution to fund two

scholarships per year to sponsor members to attend

international conference. The first recipient is

Prof. Ellis Hon who will deliver a talk in the APAPARI

meeting held in China.

Dr. TK Wong and myself will attend the annual

meeting of the Taiwan Pediatric Pulmonology Society

held in Ka-yi on April 12th when we also will discuss

the cross-strait symposium for mainland China,

Taiwan and Hong Kong. The first meeting will be held

in Kunming on June 12th. The theme is infection and

members are encouraged to join the meeting.

In the current issue, you would find two hot topics,

namely hypothermia and obesity. Dr. Sharon Cherk

presents a review of the use of hypothermia in the

management of hypoxic-ischaemic encephalopathy

and Dr. Almen Lam et al present an obese lady with

respiratory failure with a detailed discussion on the

various mechanisms of respiratory failure in this

particular patient.

I would like to end by wishing you a peaceful Ching

Ming Festival and a very Happy Easter.


