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In the current issue, Dr. Sharon Fung reported a retrospective study of twelve patients in a regional hospital to

investigate for potential daytime predictors of sleep-disordered breathing in patients with neuromuscular

diseases. The correlations of various potential daytime predictors, such as pulmonary function parameters

and blood gas results, with indices of respiratory disturbance during sleep were discussed. Screening for

sleep-disordered breathing in patients with neuromuscular diseases for early diagnosis and treatment was

advocated.

On the other hand, Dr. Shuk-kuen Chau presented a comprehensive review on congenital central hypoventilation

syndrome, a rare yet important disorder of the autonomtic control of breathing. Progress made in the last

decade in determining the genetic basis of this syndrome and updated information regarding the diagnosis

and management of the disease was reviewed. The importance for early diagnosis and treatment to prevent

potentially serious complications associated with periods of hypoxaemia was discussed.

This year, we have a number of exciting events going on in the field of paediatric respirology. Apart from the

paediatric respirology subspecialty accreditation, the Hong Kong Society of Sleep Medicine is holding the first

International Sleep Medicine Examination in Hong Kong in the coming November. A sleep medicine review

course given by international sleep medicine expert will be held in the coming October. This is undoubtedly a

good sign of the further development in our local field of respiratory medicine.

Furthermore, your Editor is glad to announce that our Journal has been successfully indexed in EMBASE. We

would like to encourage more academic research activities from our local energetic paediatric respirologists,

with more high-quality scientific publication through our Journal. With our next goal to get our Journal indexed

in other domains such as the MEDLINE, we hope that our invaluable work and experience could further enhance

evidence-based medicine locally and internationally.

Do not miss the challenge of X-ray quiz by Dr. Sarah Tsui.
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