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Case History
The films were taken when the girl was 3 years and 9 months old. She presented at 5 months of age for hoarseness
of voice. Laryngoscopy was performed and biopsies were taken. Later she developed recurrent symptoms of
shortness of breath as well as repeated episodes of pneumonia. CT thorax was performed.

What is your diagnosis?
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
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Bronchiectasis
Pulmonary aspergillosis
Recurrent respiratory papillomatosis
Cystic adenomatoid malformation
Disseminated tuberculosis

(Answer on page 13)
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Computer exercise:
In SPSS with our data, we can obtain the correlation
coefficient for each subject by the following code:

SORT CASES BY subj_no .
SPLIT FILE
SEPARATE BY subj_no .
CORRELATIONS
/VARIABLES=pfr act
/PRINT=TWOTAIL NOSIG
/MISSING=PAIRWISE .
The variable "cor" is the correlation coefficient from
previous analysis. We can test the mean coefficient
correlation is significantly different from zero by the
following code:

SPLIT FILE
OFF.
T-TEST
/TESTVAL=0
/MISSING=ANALYSIS
/VARIABLES=cor
/CRITERIA=CIN (.95) .

Statistics

Cor ner

We can obtain the mean PEFRam and mean ACT for
each subject by the following code:

SORT CASES BY subj_no .
SPLIT FILE
SEPARATE BY subj_no .
DESCRIPTIVES
VARIABLES=pfr act
/STATISTICS=MEAN STDDEV .
The variable "mean_pfr" and "mean_act" are mean
PEFRam and mean ACT from previous analysis. We
can calculate the correlation between the two by:

SPLIT FILE
OFF.
CORRELATIONS
/VARIABLES=mean_pfr mean_act
/PRINT=TWOTAIL NOSIG
/MISSING=PAIRWISE .

Answers to Radiological Quiz on page 11
Answer: C
Laryngoscopy in the infancy period together with the histology confirmed the diagnosis of laryngeal
papillomatosis. In view of the subsequent extensive pulmonary involvement, the child was referred to our unit
for interferon treatment in addition to the laser therapy.
CT films detected numerous pulmonary nodules with cavitations, suggestive of papillomatosis involvement.
Furthermore intramural papillary lesions are also visualised in the trachea.
A baby can acquire the infection during the birth process when he/she is born through vaginal route, if there is
genital wart. Most infected babies are asymptomatic after birth and the papillomas will grow gradually. Thus
all those babies should be followed up to monitor any hoarseness of voice or other symptoms such as stridor.
Laser therapy is indicated for the localized lesions. For those patients with widespread pulmonary lesions,
the adjuvant therapy using alpha-interferon injection was considered previously. However due to questionable
efficacy of the interferon treatment as well as the possible neurological complication of spastic diplegia, the
interferon therapy is not treatment of choice now. The current main adjuvant therapy is the administration of
anti-viral agent, the newest one being cidofovir.
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